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PROJECT AT A GLANCE
Watling Academy required additional
teaching space and a new dedicated
Sixth Form Centre as part of a
1,400m² expansion of the existing
school.

Working with The Qube, SIP Build UK
designed, engineered, supplied and
installed the structural packages for
two new buildings: a two-storey
teaching block providing ten
additional classrooms and a 
separate Sixth Form Centre
incorporating teaching and study
spaces, staff accommodation, a
common room and café.

The project was delivered in two
parts, with each structure designed
around the requirements of the
individual building.

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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THE BRIEF
10 Classroom Teaching Block

The larger of the two buildings is a
two-storey teaching block providing
ten additional classrooms.

SIP Build UK's structural package
included 175mm SIP external walls,
304mm metal open-web floor joists,
weather-protected floor decking,
structural glulam and supporting
steelwork.

The structure was designed and
engineered to Class 2b, with SIP Build
UK responsible for the structural
design and engineering, supply,
installation and lifting operations. 
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The expansion was developed to
increase teaching capacity at Watling
Academy and provide sixth-form
students with their own dedicated
learning and social space.

Construction took place within an
operational school, making
programme, site access and
coordination important
considerations throughout the build.

The use of an offsite manufactured
SIP system provided a practical
structural solution for both buildings,
reducing materials, deliveries and the
overall construction program on site.

THE SIP BUILD UK SOLUTION
SIP Build UK delivered two separate
structural packages for the
development, both based around our
175mm SIP wall system.
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our SIP system was a perfect solution. 

A fast, predictable program with less
trades, materials and deliveries
required to deliver a high
performance, thermally efficient
building fabric. 

The use of this off site system is the
perfect approach to reduce risk and
variables around a live education site,
where disruption to staff, pupils and
local residents needs to be carefully
managed SIP Build UK

THE OUTCOME
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Sixth Form Centre

The second phase provided Watling
Academy with a dedicated Sixth Form
Centre incorporating study
classrooms, staff accommodation,
common space and a café.

The SIP Build UK package again used
175mm SIP walls, combined with
417mm metal open-web joists
forming the flat roof deck and
supporting structural steelwork.

This structure was designed and
engineered to Class 2a, with our
package covering structural design
and engineering, supply, installation
and lifting. 

OFFSITE CONSTRUCTION FOR
EDUCATION
With the school remaining
operational, the implementation of

The Sixth Form Centre was handed
over in October 2025, followed by
practical completion of the 10
Classroom Teaching Block in 
January 2026.

https://sipbuilduk.co.uk/
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Together, the two buildings provide
1,400m² of additional education
space, increasing teaching capacity
and providing Watling Academy's
sixth-form students with a dedicated
facility.

The project adds to SIP Build UK's
growing portfolio of education
projects and our work with The Qube,
following the delivery of the SIP
superstructure for the Oldfield
School STEM Facility in Bath. 
SIP Build UK

• DESIGN • MANUFACTURE 
• SUPPLY • INSTALL

Building better. Together.

https://sipbuilduk.co.uk/case-studies/oldfield-school-stem-facility-educational-building/
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